
Effectively Educating and Assessing the Dyslexic Music Student:
A Review of Literature

Elizabeth Schultz
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this review of literature is to analyze and synthesize 
information in general education, special education, and music education 
in order to identify learning needs, accommodations, and difficulties 
experienced by dyslexic students in all aspects of their learning.

https://tinyurl.com/SchultzISAME

What is Dyslexia?

q Dyslexia is a neurobiological impairment.

q Symptoms of dyslexia include difficulties with
q Accurate and/or fluent word recognition
q Poor spelling
q Decoding words
q Phonological processing skills

q Secondary symptoms of dyslexia include difficulties with
q Reading ability or comprehension
q Using a large or appropriate vocabulary

(International Dyslexia Association, 2019a)

Conclusions

q Understanding a dyslexic individual’s strengths and weaknesses might allow them to discover skill development and creativity 
as a way to overcome obstacles involved in music learning, reading, and performing (Granschow Lloyd-Jones, & Miles, 1994; 
Oglethorpe, 2002)

q Teachers must understand how to showcase dyslexic students’ strengths in their assessments. Utilizing scaffolded 
instruction, like UDL, will require more creative and considerate planning; however, in the long-term, this approach to 
teaching will aid students both with and without dyslexia. 

q No single strategy is universal; teachers need to be willing to help individual students build problem-solving skills.

Identifying Dyslexia

q Family history is a high indicator for having dyslexia.
q 25%-65% of children with dyslexia have a parent with the disorder. 

q Neurological Mapping
q fMRI mapping allows us to see the differences in phonological task 

completion between those with and without dyslexia.

(Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 2005)

Dyslexia Deficits and Accommodations

General Education Accommodations 

q Teachers unfamiliar with dyslexia symptoms might assume that their students are lazy or stupid. Understanding dyslexia can 
help teachers and students work together to find effective coping strategies or workarounds for their dyslexia symptoms 
(International Dyslexia Association, 2019b)

q Multisensory learning activities provide hands-on learning experiences in aural, kinesthetic, and visual modes that may help 
students effectively engage with content (Bryson, 2013; International Dyslexia Association, 2019d; Mackay, 2001; Vance, 
2004).

q Teachers need to provide scaffolded and structured learning opportunities to help ensure that students never become 
overwhelmed with information in class. Students will likely need assistance in engaging in problem solving tasks to find a 
solutions or workarounds for encountered issues (Ditchfield, 2001; Dodds & Lumsdon, 2002). 

Music Education Accommodations 

q Students with dyslexia need extra time to decode language and should be provided with ample opportunity to decode the pitch 
and rhythmic components of their music (International Dyslexia Association, 2019c; Oglethorpe, 2002; Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 
2005).

q Musical accommodations often are based on general education or special education accommodations. Teachers should work 
across the curriculum to ensure that the coping strategies from other areas of learning can be applied into musical learning 
(Dodds & Lumsdon, 2002; Peer, 2001; Reid, Strnadová, & Cumming, 2013).

q In order to develop musical literacy, students will need to be provided with extra time to focus their efforts on symbol 
association. Similar to processing the phonemes of letters to blend words, students will need time to associate pitches with 
fingerings and notation (Dodds & Lumsdon, 2002; International Dyslexia Association, 2019c; Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 2005).

Musical Assessment for Dyslexic Students

q Working with individual students to identify their strength and weaknesses can help to create assessments that allow students
to demonstrate what they know and identify their areas for growth (Peer, 2001).

q Using Universal Design for Learning (UDL) when creating assessments and assignments can provide students with 
individualized scaffolded support (CAST, 2019).


